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Review: Full Issue

Knister. A Promise Is a Promise. Illustrated by Eve Tharlet. Penguin Young Readers Group,
2006. ISBN 0698400402. $16.99. 32 p.
Reviewer: Sandra L. Tidwell
Reading Level: Toddler, Preschool, Primary
Rating: Outstanding
Genre: Picture Books;
Subject: Marmots--Juvenile fiction; Dandelions--Juvenile fiction; Books--Reviews;
Bruno, a little marmot, emerges from his hibernation to discover a beautiful yellow
talking flower named Dandelion! He and Dandelion become fast friends and they laugh and play
together for days. When Dandelion matures to a lovely ball of wispy fluff, Dandelion asks
Bruno, "Do you trust me?" "Of course," attests Bruno. Then Dandelion instructs Bruno to "take a
deep breath and blow as hard as you can. Everything will be just fine, I promise." Well, Bruno
finds out what happens when he blows on that fluffy seed head - seeds fly everywhere! Bruno
feels devastated! "But she promised everything would be fine," thinks Bruno. By next spring,
Bruno discovers that everything IS fine as he gazes over the valley which is now glowing with
hundreds of new yellow dandelions.
A Promise Is a Promise is a beautiful picture book which tenderly teaches the cycle of
life and reinforces the reality of reawakening springtime. Tharlet's illustrations of animals,
insects, and plants are endearing. The cover illustration of Bruno will draw readers to the book;
Bruno's expressions clearly reflect his changing emotions. Children will be able to relate to
Bruno, for they will notice that whether Bruno is sleeping or playing in the moonlight, he grasps
his little blue blanket for comfort.
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Kontis, Alethea. Alpha Oops : The Day Z Went First. Illustrated by Bob Kolar. Candlewick Press,
2006. ISBN 0763627283. $15.99. 48 p.
Reviewer: Sandra L. Tidwell
Reading Level: Toddler, Preschool, Primary
Rating: Outstanding
Genre: Picture Books;
Subject: Alphabet--Juvenile fiction; Books--Reviews;
This is no run-of-the-mill A to Z alphabet book. Z is tired of being last! He insists on
beginning the alphabet this time. Other letters, also tired of their places in the alphabet string,
debut in a unique order, interrupting the true Z to A rotation. But that just adds to the novelty of
the book. Each letter has a personality that won't be forgotten!
The illustrations are boldly colored and the letters are in easily recognizable block Arial
font. The illustrations of objects which the letters stand for are done in basic shapes and bold
colors and would be easily recognized by preschoolers. At the bottom of each page is the
alphabet in reverse. As the letters are introduced, the random colored letters are put over this
reverse alphabet. This book would be enjoyed best by preschoolers or beginning readers who are
very familiar with the A to Z alphabet sequence.
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Knudsen, Michelle. Library Lion. Illustrated by Kevin Hawkes. Candlewick Press, 2006. ISBN
0763622621. $15.99. 48 p.
Reviewer: Sandra L. Tidwell
Reading Level: Toddler, Preschool, Primary
Rating: Outstanding
Genre: Picture Books;
Subject: Lions--Juvenile fiction; Libraries--Juvenile fiction; Obedience--Juvenile fiction; Books-Reviews;
When a lion shows up for Story Hour in the local library, Mr. McBee is upset. However,
Miss Merriweather, who is a stickler for rules, says that as long as the lion follows the rules he
can stay! Lion enjoys Story Hour so much that when it is over he roars for more. Because of the
"Be quiet!" rule, the lion must leave for the rest of the day, but l he can return tomorrow if he
agrees to be "a nice, quiet lion." The children, who at first were a little wary of this unusual
library friend, look forward to sharing Story Hour with him. The lion even comes early for Story
Hour and, being the efficient librarian she is, Miss Merriweather gives him various library jobs
to do while he waits. Everyone loves the lion - except Mr. McBee. The next time the lion roars,
Mr. McBee reminds him that he has broken the rule and must leave the library. But Mr. McBee
soon finds out is that the lion was trying to tell him that Miss Merriweather had fallen and
needed help! The next day the lion doesn't come for Story Hour. The children and adults,
especially Miss Merriweather, sadly long for their friend to return. After a long search for lion,
Mr. McBee invites the lion back to the library by saying, "I thought you might like to know that
there's a new rule at the library. No roaring allowed, unless you have a very good reason -say if
you're trying to help a friend who's been hurt, for example." To everyone's delight, the lion
returns the next day! "Sometimes there was a good reason to break the rules. Even in the library."
Although many libraries today have areas where patrons can talk together in groups, this
book about library etiquette is from the library era where being quiet is very important. This
would be a good story to read to children before their first visit to a library. It would also be a
good way to begin a discussion on library rules and their purpose. The realistic color illustrations
are done in soft pastel shades and give a restful, happy feeling to the book. Readers will love the
illustration of the lion licking envelopes and napping on the bean bag chair in the Story Hour
corner.
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Edwards, Pamela Duncan. The Mixed-Up Rooster. Illustrated by Megan Lloyd. Katherine Tegen
Books, 2006. ISBN 0060289996. $15.99. 32 p.
Reviewer: Sandra L. Tidwell
Reading Level: Toddler, Preschool, Primary
Rating: Outstanding
Genre: Picture books;
Subject: Roosters--Juvenile fiction; Chickens--Juvenile fiction; Books--Reviews;
Daisy Mae finds she has slept past dawn again. She knows there is only one explanation Ned, the resident rooster, has slept in again! When Ned is fired and a new "morning bird" rooster
takes over, Ned leaves the farmhouse. Ned is a "night bird" and he thoroughly enjoys his first
wonderful night out dancing with the rabbits, singing with the frogs, and playing with the bats.
His fun is interrupted, however, by a mysterious soft creeping sound. A long black snake is
slithering into the henhouse! Ned saves Daisy Mae's eggs from the snake attack, and is awarded
a new job: Head of Night Security.
The animals in this fun story not only reflect their natural nocturnal or diurnal behaviors,
but some take on the human tendency for some personalities to function best in the morning and
others in the night. The boldly colored cartoon-like illustrations and realistic dialogue blend to
make a fun read-aloud story.
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Kuskin, Karla. Green as a bean. Illustrated by Melissa Iwai. Laura Geringer, 2007. ISBN
9780060753320. $16.99. 32 p.
Reviewer: Reynolds, Kate
Reading Level: Preschool, Primary
Rating: Outstanding
Genre: Poetry; Picture books;
Subject: Stories in Rhyme; Books--Reviews;
Kuskin's lilting rhyme quickly draws the reader in to an imaginative romp, asking "If you
could be...?" She asks readers what they would be if they were any of a number of descriptors,
such as, loud, green, small, bright, or square. The book begs to be shared with a child. An adult
reading could pause periodically to allow the child to come up with more ideas of what to be and
perhaps even act them out.
The words are sure to spark a child's imagination, and Iwai's bold, detailed acrylic
paintings only add to the package. Iwai paints the protagonist as a little boy with glasses, but this
book is sure to appeal to girls as well. This book is a must have for a home or classroom library
for young children. The story was previously published in 1960 under the title Square as a
House.
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Stanley, Diane. Trouble with Wishes. Illustrated by Diane Stanley. Harper Collins, 2007. ISBN
9780060554514. $16.99. 32 p.
Reviewer: Donna Cardon
Reading Level: Primary
Rating: Dependable
Genre: Humorous stories; Fantasy fiction;
Subject: Statues--Juvenile fiction; Sculptors--Juvenile fiction; Wishes--Juvenile fiction; Books-Reviews;
Stanley is famous for her stunning nonfiction biographies (e.g. Michelangelo, Harper
Collins 2000). However, this picture book, which is a retelling of the mythological story of
Pygmalion, will likely disappoint Stanley fans. Jane is a Greco-Roman artist who becomes the
apprentice to a wonderful sculptor, Pyg. She watches as Pyg creates a beautiful statue of a
goddess but is concerned when Pyg starts treating it as if it were alive. When the statue does
come to life, the goddess is vane and bossy. Both Jane and Pyg are glad when the goddess
decides to leave Pyg and look for a more suitable situation at the local palace.
The story is illustrated with crisp, light hearted watercolors that are less formal than those
in Stanley's nonfiction books. The problem with the picture book is that Stanley mixes up time
periods. The characters are dressed in togas, and the settings are classical, but when the goddess
goes into town, she finds a beauty shop that has a glass storefront where attendants work on her
hair with a blow dryer. This jarring break in setting only occurs at the beauty shop. The
modernisms are included, presumably, to add humor, but sadly fall short. Stanley ends the book
with a note about the Pygmalion myth, mentioning the original version, and the play by Shaw.
This book could be useful for a discussion about theme and variation on classical stories, but as a
picture book it fails to sparkle.
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Demi. Su Dongpo: Chinese Genius. Illustrated by Demi. Lee & Low, 2006. ISBN 1584302569.
$24.00. 56 p.
Reviewer: AnnMarie Hamar
Reading Level: Primary
Rating: Outstanding
Genre: Biographies; Picture books;
Subject: Authors, Chinese--Biography--Juvenile literature; Su, Shi, 1037-1101--Juvenile
literature; Books--Reviews
The eleventh-century Chinese scholar Su Shih is regarded by many people as a genius.
Author Demi describes him as one who embodied the "enlightenment of Buddhism, the
simplicity of Taoism, and the wise teachings of Confucianism." A Renaissance man, he was a
poet, painter, architect, calligrapher, engineer and statesman. As a magistrate, he was liked and
respected for his fairness and his ability to see people, not class structure. Su Shih, who later
adopted the name of Su Dongpo, was the first official to grant college loans, work for the relief
of famine victims and establish China's first public hospital. He consistently fought against
government corruption and as a result was often forced to live in exile. Demi's attitude toward
her subject is one of great admiration. The text is reverential in tone and includes some of Su
Shih's poetry. The paint and ink illustrations contain vibrant hues and are framed by gold leaf
reminiscent of illuminated manuscripts. Overall, this is a beautiful book.
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Castle, Kate. My First Ballet Book. Kingfisher, 2006. ISBN 0753460262. $9.95. 48 p.
Reviewer: AnnMarie Hamar
Reading Level: Primary
Rating: Dependable
Genre: Informational books;
Subject: Ballet--Juvenile literature; Books--Reviews;
My First Ballet Book covers the usual information found in most introductions to the
subject. Author Kate Castle covers a variety of topics ranging from the structure of a typical
class to how to choreograph your own ballet. Surprisingly, she says next to nothing about the
role music plays in this art form. The arrangement of information is nice: Castle begins by
explaining what ballet is, then builds on this by showing in word and pictures how young
dancers train and can eventually become professional performers. The text is very simple and
straightforward. Each section has a "top tip" box containing information relevant to the topic
being discussed, such as the use of French terms in ballet. There are plenty of color photographs,
most featuring students from The West London School of Dance and The English National
Ballet School. The fact that the author has chosen illustrations that focus on young dancers will
likely increase the book's appeal to young readers. Castle, a former dancer with The Royal
Ballet, gives good, accurate information. While there is nothing extraordinary about this book,
budding young dancers will probably enjoy it.
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Farmer, Nancy. Clever Ali. Illustrated by Gail De Marcken. Orchard Books, 2006. ISBN
0439370140. $17.99. 40 p.
Reviewer: Sandra L. Tidwell
Reading Level: Primary
Rating: Outstanding
Genre: Folklore; Adventure stories; Picture books;
Subject: Homing pigeons--Juvenile fiction; Egypt--History--640-1250--Juvenile fiction; Fathers
and sons--Juvenile fiction; Books--Reviews;
Will Ali be able to escape the Sultan's anger? Will he be thrown into the deep, dark
oubliette? Ali has just turned seven and his father, the keeper of the royal pigeons for the Sultan
of Cairo, takes him to the palace to learn about pigeons. The pigeons are the Sultan's
communication link to the people in his kingdom and they help keep the Sultan aware of
invading enemies and other dangers. Ali is told that if everything doesn't go perfectly right with
the Sultan and he becomes angry, "The first person the Sultan sees is thrown straight into his
deep, dark oubliette (ooo-blee-et)." At the bottom of the oubliette is a huge ugly demon with
black horns, long scaly arms, and huge purple claws.
When Ali is given his own pigeon, Othman, to train, Ali over-feeds the bird. Instead of
returning to the pigeon loft when Ali and Baraka take Othman far away from the palace to see if
the pigeon will return, Othman flies into the Sultan's throne room! Othman grabs a cherry out of
a serving bowl, upsets the dish, and the Sultan is furious! "If this boy can bring me a bowl of six
hundred cherries in three days, I will forgive you. If not down the oubliette you go!" exclaims the
Sultan. Ali and his father devise a clever plan to bring the fruit from the far off mountains of
Syria. However, will this really appease the Sultan's anger?
The lilting, loving language in such expressions as "O my son and light of my eyes" and
De Marchen's exotic, magical illustrations make this ancient Arabian tale a great read-aloud
story. The author's note explains that Clever Ali is based on a true story of the Egyptian ruler
Al-Azeez. The illustrator describes in the artist’s note where she obtained ideas for the very
detailed illustrations which are found even on the front and back inside covers.
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Marrin, Albert. Oh, Rats!: The Story of Rats and People. Illustrated by C.B. Mordan. Dutton,
2006. ISBN 0525477624. $16.99. 48 p.
Reviewer: Gillian Streeter
Reading Level: Primary, Intermediate
Rating: Excellent
Genre: Informational books; Picture books;
Subject: Rats--Juvenile literature; Human-animal relationships--Juvenile literature; Books-Reviews;
Marrin shares his first encounter with a rat in his childhood and in the course of Oh Rats
helps young readers understand--and not fear--the stigmatized animal. The book is informative
on all things related to rats: from their ancestors in the days of dinosaurs to their social
interactions to the two main species of rat to their culinary uses. The text is easy to read and,
while it jumps from subject to subject, each subject has its own section. The black, red, pink, and
white illustrations are appealingly fun and slightly spooky. Small boxes set in the main text
provide shorter rat facts or stories. Marrin includes not only a bibliography of his sources, but
also provides some notes on "Rats in Literature" and further reading suggestions. Recommended
for readers age 9-12.
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Gurney, Stella. Princess: A Glittering Guide for Young Ladies. Illustrated by Sophie Allsopp,
Fran Evans, Georgina McBain, Gretel Parker. Candlewick Press, 2006. ISBN 0763634301.
$17.99. 26 p.
Reviewer: Sandra L. Tidwell
Reading Level: Primary, Intermediate
Rating: Outstanding
Genre: Toy and movable books;
Subject: Princesses--Juvenile literature; Character building--Juvenile literature; Books--Reviews;
Under this sparkly cover, Gurney has developed an inviting guide for young ladies who
want to become princesses. Madame Sparklington, the voice behind the text, has just retired
from running the Academie Royale Finishing School for Princesses and Refined Young Ladies
and is passing on her best tips. Madame Sparklington covers the topics of etiquette and manners,
wardrobe, accessories, health and beauty, your first banquet, your first ball, and Prince
Charming. The pages are decorated with dainty little pictures and are replete with facts and
advice for the reader. Throughout the book are flaps to release, invitations to read, and envelopes
to open. At one point, a closet opens and the reader can put together different outfits. And who
does Madame Sparklington end up being? Why, Fairy Godmother, of course!
Gurney presents her advice for young ladies to develop the “princess within” in a positive
and fun way. The opening invitation states, in part: "Remember, one doesn't need to be royal to
be a princess. True class, style, and grace have nothing to do with the accident of one's
birth...No, my dears, being a princess is as much about one's state of mind as one's title—just
look at Cinderella!"
Unique to this book are practical suggestions on becoming a kind and gracious person.
From how to control angry words to how to stand and sit properly—instead of being preachy, the
book conveys concepts, in many cases using fun illustrations. It teaches that being pretty is more
than being a pretty girl on the outside, it includes being pretty on the inside. For example, in one
of the first pages you read: "Commit to memory: Remember the qualities of a true princess are:
kindness, gentleness, gracefulness, charm, strength, compassion. Whenever your patience is
tried or you are tempted to be unpleasant or naughty, repeat this list to yourself. Treat all whom
you meet with love and respect, and you will be loved by all as a true princess." Young girls will
be attracted to the glittery book and will love all the flaps they can open and close. At the end of
the book there is a Princess Certificate that has a place where a child can write her name. Young
budding princesses will enjoy the time they spend interacting with these fun pages as they
develop the princess within.
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Prelutsky, Jack. What a day it was at School. Illustrated by Doug Cushman. Greenwillow, 2006.
ISBN 0060823356. $15.99. 40 p.
Reviewer: Reynolds, Kate
Reading Level: Primary, Intermediate
Rating: Dependable
Genre: Humorous poetry; Contemporary realistic poetry; Poetry;
Subject: Schools--Juvenile poetry; Education--Juvenile poetry; Children's poetry, American;
Books--Reviews;
Acclaimed children's poet Prelutsky has produced yet another book of school-day verses
in an already saturated market. This collection, while amusing and entertaining for little children,
seems overall lackluster. There is nothing really wrong with this collection, but there isn't
anything really right with it either.
The best that can be said for this collection is that it is at some points cute or sweet, but
there is no brilliance or novelty about the poems. Cushman's illustrations could be described in
the same manner. They are vaguely reminiscent of Scarry, but do not have the same classic
quality. Little children will love the silliness, but there are better choices out there in children's
poetry.
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Demi. Su Dongpo: Chinese Genius. Illustrated by Demi. Lee & Low, 2006. ISBN 1584302569.
$24.00. 56 p.
Reviewer: Donna Cardon
Reading Level: Intermediate
Rating: Excellent
Genre: picture book; informational book;
Subject: Su, Shi, 1037-1101--Juvenile literature; Authors, Chinese--Biography--Juvenile
literature; Books-Reviews;
Su Dongpo was a famous scholar/statesman from 11th century China. This beautifully
illustrated picture book is more of a tribute to Su Dongpo than a detailed biography. Su Dongpo
was the son of a scholar. He and his brother Su Ziyou did so well in the national examinations
that both received high positions in the imperial government. As different rulers rose and fell, Su
Dongpo went in and out of favor, and finally died after a long exile on an inhospitable island.
Demi recounts the main events of Su Dongpo's life, but nestles them in poetic praise. "Just as Su
(Dongpo's) writing followed the laws of nature, so did his rulings which were as brilliant as the
sun." Her language echoes the formal narrative style of ancient Chinese chroniclers. The writing
is fluid with an elegant simplicity. Demi's ink and water color illustrations perfectly compliment
the style of the writing. As one would expect from Demi, many of the illustrations feature
diminutive figures in monumental environments accented with gold. The landscapes are
reminiscent of Chinese scroll paintings. This is an appealing introduction to a character little
known to Western culture.

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2006

13

Children's Book and Media Review, Vol. 27 [2006], Iss. 3, Art. 23

Lagasse, Emeril. Emeril’s There's a Chef in my World: Recipes That Take You Places. Illustrated
by Quentin Bacon. HarperCollins, 2006. ISBN 0060739266. $22.99. 210 p.
Reviewer: AnnMarie Hamar
Reading Level: Intermediate
Rating: Excellent
Genre: Informational books;
Subject: Cookery, International--Juvenile literature; Books--Reviews;
Famous chef Emeril Lagasse introduces children to a variety of interesting and tempting
international recipes. The recipes are broken down into seven sections, including breakfast, main
dishes, breads, and side dishes. As with his other cookbooks, Lagasse includes an extensive
introduction to cooking terminology, kitchen tools and kitchen safety. Each recipe occupies a
double-page spread, and, while the arrangement might sometimes seem too busy, the instructions
themselves are detailed, clear and easy to follow. Lagasse gives the country of origin for each
recipe and uses icons to show which require adult supervision, the use of sharp kitchen utensils,
and so on. The recipes range from the fairly simple, like a Spanish version of French toast, to the
more complicated and challenging, like Australian Pavlovas with Fresh Berries.
Most of the dishes use common ingredients although a few might require one or two that
are more expensive or hard to find. Colorful, cartoon-like drawings illustrate each recipe. The
variety of recipes is impressive and includes some from Africa and Asia as well as from Europe
and the Americas. A guide at the end of the book lists websites where readers can find more
recipes, cookware and gourmet foods. This reviewer especially likes that the recipes encourage
young readers and their families to try different foods.
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Avi. Best Shorts: Favorite Stories for Sharing. Houghton Mifflin, 2006. ISBN 0618476032.
$16.95. 342 p.
Reviewer: Gillian Streeter
Reading Level: Intermediate, Young Adult
Rating: Outstanding
Genre: Short stories;
Subject: Children's stories; Short stories--Juvenile fiction; Books--Reviews;
Avi presents a collection of varied short stories, especially intended for readers to share
with others--whether in a classroom or home setting, between friends, in conversation, or in the
library. Readers can find classic standbys like "Rip Van Winkle" and "The Lady or the
Tiger?" and discover more recent works like the spooky "Caller" and the quirky "The Baby in
the Night Deposit Box."
The stories vary in genre so readers will find at least one that they like. The introduction
offers a brief discussion of the stories included and the reasons for the collection. The collection
ends with an afterward by Katherine Paterson, encouraging readers once more to share the
stories and learn from each other's reading. This would be an excellent addition to a family or
classroom library. There are brief and readable biographic paragraphs on each author at the end
of the book.
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Balliett, Blue. The Wright 3. Illustrated by Brett Helquist. Scholastic, 2006. ISBN 0439693675.
$16.99. 318 p.
Reviewer: Gillian Streeter
Reading Level: Intermediate, Young adult
Rating: Outstanding
Genre: Fiction; Detective and mystery stories;
Subject: Wright, Frank Lloyd, 1867-1959--Juvenile fiction; Robie House (Chicago, Ill.)-Juvenile fiction; Books--Reviews;
Calder and Petra are back, along with Calder's collector friend Tommy, who has just
moved back to Chicago after his thieving stepfather dies. Tommy and Calder's close friendship
has changed since he left Chicago and all three are uncertain whether they can have a collective
friendship. The latest art-related problem their teacher Miss Hussey brings to class: Frank Lloyd
Wright's Robie House is in danger of being divided into fours pieces and shipped to several
different museums by the University of Chicago. After creating a shaky alliance, Calder,
Tommy, and Petra - the Wright Three - set out to save the Robie House from destruction with
their own unique talents. But trouble comes from outsiders and from within the Wright Three.
Balliett's extensive research shows in this bright and unusual novel - she describes the
Robie House with glittering detail. In the style of this book's predecessor, Chasing Vermeer,
elements of mystery, coincidence, and different forms of intelligence are strong throughout the
story. This would be an excellent class reading project, as the mystery and the enthusiasm of the
characters are contagious. Students will also learn many different facts about Wright and his
architecture. Balliett provides some background on her research at the end of the story. As with
the previous book, Helquist illustrates the cover and different scenes throughout the book.
Readers should keep an eye out for the surprises hidden in the pictures. Though this book may be
read without reading Balliett's previous novel, it would not be as enjoyable or understandable.
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Hartnett, Sonya. The Silver Donkey. Illustrated by Don Powers. Candlewick, 2006. ISBN
0763629375. $15.99. 266 p.
Reviewer: Reynolds, Kate
Reading Level: Intermediate, Young adult
Rating: Excellent
Genre: Historical fiction;
Subject: Soldiers--Juvenile fiction; World War--1914-1918--France--Juvenile fiction;
Storytelling--Juvenile fiction; Books--Reviews;
During World War I, two young French girls who live near the English Channel stumble
upon a blind British soldier in the woods and decide to aid him. As they provide him with food,
he in turn tells four stories--all related to a small silver charm in the shape of a donkey. The girls'
older brother and his friend become involved when they decide to help the soldier across the
Channel so he can find home.
Hartnett's story is gentle and kind, without denying the realities and brutalities of war. It
is a sweet story of innocence and charity, even during hard times. The soldier's stories may seem
slightly preachy at times, but they communicate solid values of loyalty, sacrifice, humility and
dedication. Powers's pencil illustrations are powerful in their simplicity. This is a story that
adults and children can share alike.
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Redsand, Anna S. Viktor Frankl: A Life Worth Living. Clarion, 2006. ISBN 9780618723430.
$19.00. 144 p.
Reviewer: Gillian Streeter
Reading Level: Intermediate, Young adult
Rating: Outstanding
Genre: Informational books; Biography;
Subject: Psychotherapists--Austria--Biography--Juvenile literature; Frankl, Viktor Emil-Juvenile literature; Holocaust survivors--Austria--Biography--Juvenile literature; Books—
Reviews;
Redsand eloquently describes the life of Frankl, Holocaust survivor and founder of
logotherapy (in which therapists aid patients in seeking meaning in their lives). Readers not only
discover Frankl the Jewish logotherapist, but also Frankl the prankster, rock-climber, and
loving husband. The development of logotherapy (which he practiced even in the prison camps),
his liberation by American troops, and his return to a war-ravaged Austria--through all these and
more challenges, Frankl tried to exemplify his theories and imbue even the worst of his
experiences with meaning. Though he died in September 1997, his writings and theories live on
as testament of man's power to choose a life of meaning.
Readers will easily notice Redsand's admiration for Frankl, but she deals fairly with
him—she does not paint him as a saint, but as a man struggling against great odds, trying (and
sometimes failing) to live up to his beliefs. Though his concentration camp experiences are
discussed, most of the book deals with his life before and after his imprisonment. Black and
white photos and illustrations flesh out the engaging stories about Frankl. In addition to Frankl's
life, the author describes the politics of pre- and post-Nazi Austria, following Hitler's
development in parallel to Frankl's. The author not only includes an introduction and an author's
note on her experiences researching Frankl, but she also provides a chapter-by-chapter source
list, a bibliography, further reading suggestions, and an index (all of which frequently mention
Frankl's famous book, Man's Search for Meaning). This thoroughly researched book would be an
excellent addition to a school library and a great starting-point for projects about Frankl himself,
famous Jews, logotherapy, or simply the Holocaust.
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Moriarty, Jaclyn. The Murder of Bindy MacKenzie. Scholastic, 2006. ISBN 0439740517. $16.99.
494 p.
Reviewer: Cassandra Fugal
Reading Level: Young adult
Rating: Dependable
Genre: Fiction;
Subject: High schools--Juvenile fiction; Interpersonal relations--Juvenile fiction; Australia-Juvenile fiction; Books--Reviews
The Murder of Bindy MacKenzie, like Moriarty's previous two novels (Feeling Sorry for
Celia and Year of Secret Assignments), is written entirely through transcripts, diary entries,
emails, notes, and letters. Bindy at least in her eyes, is the most perfect girl at Ashbury High. She
scores in the 99th percentile of all her classes, holds seminars to help her fellow students, keeps
typed transcripts of everything that happens around her (she is also the fastest typist at school)
and is one of the kindest students at Ashbury. That all changes at the beginning of Year 11 when
she learns at her Friendship and Development (FAD) class that no one likes her. Now Bindy
want revenge on her FAD classmates.
The story starts out rather tediously, as reading through her transcripts and diary entries
reveal her to be arrogant, self-centered and without any social skills. Her quirky personality soon
comes through and draws the reader into Bindy's far from perfect life. As the book progresses
and her attempts at revenge hilariously fail to offend her fellow students, it becomes obvious that
something is seriously wrong with Bindy: her increasingly lower test scores don’t seem to worry
her, she refuses to go to the doctor despite being constantly ill. Is she just physically ill or is she
mentally ill - or, as her FAD classmates suggest, is someone trying to kill her? While the climax
of the book seems a bit far-fetched, the story is funny, a little bittersweet, and very entertaining.
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Koss, Amy Goldman. Side Effects. Roaring Brook Press, 2006. ISBN 1596431679. $16.95.
143 p.
Reviewer: Gillian Streeter
Reading Level: Young adult
Rating: Excellent
Genre: Contemporary realistic fiction;
Subject: Cancer--Juvenile fiction; Chemotherapy--Juvenile fiction; Family problems--Juvenile
fiction; Books-Reviews;
Isabelle (Izzy) Miller is a regular fourteen year-old, right up until the swollen glands her
family thought were from the flu turn out to be stage IV Hodgkin's lymphoma. Actually, Izzy
still feels the same for the most part, but everyone around her starts acting differently: her mother
cries all the time, her father paces, her brother complains about being sent off to his best friend's
house, and her friend Kay is a wreck. Once her chemotherapy starts, Izzy feels sick and detached
most of the time, and eventually wonders whether she'll be part of the percentage that beats
cancer or not, and if it matters anymore. Side Effects, based on the experience of someone Koss
knows, is one of the few stories about a teen who gets cancer and actually survives it.
Koss writes an irreverent, funny, and frequently swearing Izzy, showing that not all
children with cancer are brave or even particularly likable--they're simply people going through
"hellish but successful medical treatment." The reader knows from the outset that Izzy lives
but will be caught up in her story to the point of wondering about death right along with her.
While the character's eventual survival and success are encouraging, this may not be an ideal
book for those suffering from cancer or related to others with cancer.
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Anderson, M.T. The Astonishing Life of Octavian Nothing, Traitor to the Nation, Vol. 1: The Pox
Party. Candlewick Press, 2006. ISBN 0763624020. $17.99. 351 p.
Reviewer: Cassandra Fugal
Reading Level: Young adult
Rating: Outstanding
Genre: Historical fiction;
Subject: Slavery--Juvenile fiction; Freedom--Juvenile fiction; United States--History-Revolution, 1775-1783--Juvenile fiction; Books--Reviews;
Octavian seems to live a life of privilege. He and his mother (an African Princess) live
secluded from the world in a Boston mansion in the years leading up the American Revolution.
They wear the finest clothes, entertain scholars who live in the mansion, and receive the finest
classical education of the day. As Octavian grows he comes to realize that the life of privilege is
a hoax; he and his mother are slaves being used to as the subjects of scientific experiments in
Novanglian College of Lucidity to test the mental capabilities of Africans (headquartered at the
mansion). When the benefactor who funds the college dies, the scientists who conduct
experiments at the college must change the nature of their experiments to gain funding from
wealthy southern land and slave holders. One of the experiments ends with the death of
Octavian's mother, and he flees, becoming a fiddler for soldiers in the fight against the British.
Like many of the books Anderson has written, this story plays with language to create a
spell binding story. The majority of the story is told through Octavian. While the language
Octavian employs is archaic to today's reader, it helps to emphasis the scholarly environment in
which Octavian grew up and to distance the reader from the horrific events that occur in his life.
Octavian's life is astonishing and Anderson has done an astonishing job in telling it.
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Landy, Derek. Skulduggery Pleasant. HarperCollins, 2007. ISBN 9780061231155. $17.99.
400 p.
Reviewer: Rachel Wadham
Reading Level: Young adult
Rating: Outstanding
Genre: Fantasy fiction;
Subject: Magic--Juvenile fiction; Books--Reviews;
Readers will easily be drawn into this rip-roaring comic fantasy adventure where a young
girl, Stephanie, teams up with the wise-cracking skeleton and a host of equally unique characters
to defeat an ancient evil, wielded by a criminal mastermind. Landy, a Dublin-based screenwriter
who wrote the 2003 thriller Dead Bodies and the 2005 dark comedy Boy Eats Girl, has burst on
to the children's literature scene with this outstanding first novel. The first of seven or eight in a
planned series, Skulduggery Pleasant will not disappoint readers who love fast-paced action with
lots of plot twists and turns.
The motley crew of characters is outstanding and despite the female protagonist this book
will find appeal with both boys and girls. The created world of magic that rests solidly next to
reality is believable because of its well-explained details. While some might equate this novel as
a next read for Harry Potter, Young James Bond, or Discworld fans, there is so much more here
than can be described with those three categories alone. The magic, action, mystery, and humor
only add to the journey that Stephanie takes as she becomes involved in a new world that she
never dreamed of, where she finds a place much more satisfying to her than her old life. Even
with an ever-present evil threat, Skulduggery’s wit as he faces insurmountable odds provides
great levity to a work that could have easily become dark and moody. This is one of those rare
novels where everything works to make an outstanding read that readers will not want to put
down.
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